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kind, who were far from being pleased with the present state of
the morality at court, and the nature and number of the King's
amours. The theatres had become, it was said, nests of prosti
tution. In Parliament it was urged by the opponents of the
court that a tax should be levied on the playhouses. This was
of course opposed; and by one speaker on that side the bold
argument was advanced, "that the players were the King's
servants, and a part of his pleasure." The speaker was Sir
John Birkenhead, a man of wit, though not over lucky on this
occasion. He was followed by Sir John Coventry, who asked,
with much gravity, "whether did the King's pleasure lie among
the men that acted or the women ? " The saying was carried
to the King, and Sir John Coventry was waylaid on his road to
his house in Suffolk Street, on a dark night in December, and
his nose cut to the bone that he might remember the offence
he had given to his sovereign. The allusion chiefly applied to
Moll Davis and Nell Gwyn, and was made in the very year
in which the latter gave birth to the Duke of St. Alban's; while
the punishment was inflicted in the very street in which Moll
Davis lived. *

The players and dramatic writers required looking after.
Shadwell brought Sir Robert Howard on the stage in the char-
acter of Sir Positive Atall, and in so marked a manner that
the caricature was at once apparent. Mrs. Corey (of whom I
have already given some account) imitated the oddities of Lady
Harvey,f and was imprisoned for her skill and impertinence.
Lacy, while playing the Country Gentleman in one of Ned
Howard's unprinted plays, abused the court with so much wit
and insolence for selling places, and doing every thing for
money, that it was found proper to silence the play, and commit

*Burnet, i. 468, ed. 1823.    He was taken out of his coach (Reresby, p. 18, ed. 1735).
The well known Coventry Act against cutting and maiming had its origin in this incident,
f Pepys, 15 Jan. 1668-9.ue Record Office,. 299, ed. 1823.                 J Grey's iludibras, i. 376,. 20.
